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Get Away to the Hunt

In the borderland of Morth and South Carolina, lives an intrepid club of fox-hunters in the

shadow of a magical bed and breakfast inn.
Story by Deborah Petticord

FPhotography courtesy of The Red Horse nn

The Tryon Hounds Fox Hunting Club wrapped up its season in March and although the winter was colder
than usual, the group considered it 2 smashing success. The club was having brunch at the lovely Red
Horse Inn, after a grey fox had led them in circles for maost of the morning. This beautiful area at the lower
edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains straddles the border between Morth and South Carolina and is a big
attraction to Mew Yorkers heading south to make homes in a milder climate. Its rolling farmland is perfect
for cantering across on thoroughbreds, with an occasional fallen tree to jump. Its acres of woodlands hide
plenty of red and grey fox. Coyotes too, live all around and when the foxhounds give chase, the coyote
leaves...



IN THE BORDERLAND OF NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA,
LIVES AN INTREPID CLUB OF FOXHUNTERS [N THE SHADOW
OF A MAGICAL BED AND BREAKFAST INK.

Shary by Debor
Photograpty by Bzadeth Fetcher and couriesy of The Red Harse Inn

ah Pettcoard

HE TRYON HOUNDS FOX HUNTING CLUB WRAPPED UP

[TS SEASON IN MARCH AND ALTHOUGH THE WINTER WAS
COLDER THAN USUAL, the group considered it a smashing
success. The club was having brunch at the lovely Red Horse Inn,
after a grey fox had led them in circles for most of the morning,

These rolling lands at the lower edge of the Blue Ridge
soundains straddle the border between Morth and Sowth Canolina
and are a big attraction to Mew Yorkers heading south to make
homes in a milder climate. The rolling farmland is perfect for
cantering across, on thoroughbred horses, with an occasional
Fallen tree 1o jump. The acres of woodlands hide plenty of the
red and grev Tox. Covoles oo, live all around and when the
foxhounds give chase, the covote leaves as quickly as possible.
Thae feax om the caher hand likes wo play for a while. Eardier in the
day we witnessed the speciacle of a proper hum

Riding along with the car whip, a petite 84-year-old who retired
from the hunt only last year, guests of the Inn followed the hum
on the backroads for miles. And on this crisp. cold morming the
baying of the hounds stirred an exctement we hadn't expecied as
their aound carmed long distances

Communicatingviawalkie-talkie, I untmaster Bonnie Lingerfelt
l;::pt th-l: PR |||;.:‘:|||i.f.r|.| while Jardon Hicks, the Huntsmian, ||;‘:d
the band af 22 horses and riders on through woodland trails after
sounding the hom that a fox had been sighted. Over a couple of
ridges and down into a swampland area and back again, the horses
extended their trons and broke into the canter when the footing
permitted. Thie radio-collared houncs got separated now and then
Later a cacophony of barking broke out. Merely "a few yard dogs,”
someone remarked into thaear radio, Varations of the route were
repeated several times. By the time the hunters realized that the
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fox had eluded them (they always let it go anyway) it wias time to
give up the chase and they gradually returmed to the starting point
nearan ald millhouse several miles away in thoee separate Clusters.,

The Trvon Hounds Hunt Club has recently absorbed the
territony of the Creenville Hunt Club under the direction of the
voung Hunisman Hicks. Although Hicks grew up in Pickens
County, Morth Caroling be spent the last few years as huntsman
under contract io the Windy Hill Hunp Club in upstate Mew York.
Last vear the Tryon Hounds hired him.

“We've restored the 30-year-old wails and bridges the cub has
abways used,” says Hicks, He and his wile live on the property
the club owns, where its kennels and clubhouse are located.
Each hunter pays an annual subscription (o the club. Hicks is
predominantly concemned with the breeding and raining of the
foxhounds, frequently taking them w shows for competition. He
alsa helps the Hunimaster with fundraising events when needed.

Bannie Lingerfelt has been foxhunting since the lage 19605,
“I like being outside in nature, working with the hounds and
with Jordon,” says Lingerfelt. “The hunt is not predictable and
I like thiat, too.”

Horses amd riders need 1o be in good physical condition for
this romp in the woods and fields. The typical size of a hunt is 35
horses, usually made up of thoroughbreds. although quartes
homses are also used. The Largest hunt for the Trvon Hounds has
been up 1o 75 horses in past tmes. This is rural recreation at its
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= fimest, but as land is developed at a rapad

: e, e Tedpe ||'-.|||i||'|.! lear the fexstaumi
is dwindling, and at any rate, huntsmien say

o it may soon be difficull to find a fox

& So these riders 1ake EVETY r'up|1r'-|1|||'.ilj.' 143

get info the field

Ihe homses and riders begin training
with the hounds in late August and the
seasan officially opens on September 1st,
IThizn cn Thanksgivings, the locsl Episcoqal
priest arrives at one of the most popular
hunting evenis of the year—he comes 1o
preside over the blessing of the hovnds

Back at the Red [lorse Inn, famished
riders load up on a heany split pea soup
andd scrumptious chicken salsd sandwichis
with hot coffee and homemade cookies o
Tosllemae A& .'.1:|||.1l-|'-'r..|'.'.:'-|1 rman syl el b
and his wife. both native Caroliniamns, ane
among the impeccably outfited aders
wihich are abaud r".'.'l:l-|!|' dividicd mamn 1o
women. A pink-cheeked teenage daughter
and her mother loak stylish and happy in
their longhoots, breeches and oweed

' enjoy the foxhunt,” savs the mother.
il [ ~||.:-I'|1|.'I|'|it|.;|',1.1.'-|' can b I1||.‘|-|'l|:|.-|'!. i

EEN.CE

Much easier than following a foxhunt
may e |::l|'|--=|_'|.'|.-'i11|!'r Fil |11|1llr"r.l"|_ll'|'|p|:"r
competition at the Foothills Equestrian

Mature Center [FENCE]. The Center wias

established 20 years apo a5 4 nonprofit (o

. hostavarietvofevents, chiefly cquine ones.

h thescene of diessape, stadium umping,
R lechase and drving oo itians
SHIJ ACTE MATUIE CEMTLT & hIHng
ds well as horse frails and e

rented for a varery of shows and exhibitions
=20 wby-clubs ranging from the regional garden

clubr to the aren’s Caroling Carriage Club,
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Rackdrapped by the Rlus Ridps Meuntsing,
cottages of The Red Horse Inn offer exceptional amenities.

Visitors may want i plan thesr weckend
!!|'I.|'.l..|1.'.l.|||.||1|! A e vl | r|u |l1:I.iI'.1!|
shows incude the 2011 spring Hunter,
lumper show, on May 20-22; the Carolina
l'..||:|.=||: Club Ewnl on May 2R-29:
the Trvon Summeer Clasic Horse Show,
Teaturing stadium jumiping on June 2 and
the NCIICA |:4|ra'~.-.|-‘-!_|¢"; |u|||'|'u*-|i'|ir'||| n k]
June 25th and 26ih.

I o echilzition appeals and horses ane
just not the thing—visitors shouldn’t fret
Cither adventures are waiting. A visit oo the
historic e of Saluda, Noanh Camolina
anly minuwtes from the stunning Had Hormse
Inn at landrm should not be missed,

Thie smrall posvan bodists the steepiss maknline

stapndard gauge railway grade the
Linited States. Although no longer in e
e crnio Broarghe visitors oo Salucka, which
had become a frvorite destination for
wArALioners '.'.-.|.|1:ir|El_1|:'- CRCNHT thar sLrmn e
heat in the mountains during the early
20th century, A series of events from the
Creat Depression o the advent ol ain
conditioning slowed the flow of vacationers
ficaimi thie Bate thinties to the 19705 Howeeven
thee nowm s retained i plvwsical chanm and
friendly spinit and rovm officials ane working
(LR LY i hack i Salisdin. Several danieal
events deaw vigitors there each vear. The
saluda Ars Festial eomes up on Moy 21sL
\'.'l:h!n n;:_i-::lnul .|||11':q.|:\. il CTAlsaRbE CLITER &l
with orginal worls.

Whidke the hore enthissasis are sftending
shows or riding fv-fishing enthusiass
may have other ideas, like signing on for
one of several Cortis Wiight: Ouifiters”
expeditions  between  Landrum  and
Asheville. The comipany offers gilide senvioes,
fiy-fishing equipment and other types of
gear, outdoor apparel and ravel packages
that take puests to rivers along the Blue

o
Eiu.ll:,ul Farkway Troam thnee uhnp'-; located
around Asheville Momh Carolina

THE RED HORSE INN

Oine of the most impressive and onginal
Bed and breakiast inns in the region is the
Fed Horse Inn. For comfor, beauty and
wide-open couniry vistas il is supenor
It wnmatched collection of Cottagges,
each with a different theme has helped it
win awards amd gain the anention of
private and comporate guests alike. AMary
anxd Roger Walters purchased the acrcage
i the mid-nineties, These fomer Meas York
City artists (although Mary grew up in the
area] were the primary designess, builders
anad marketers ol LTS TRAT [TRETY

[he Inn has a fabulous romance
packagpe not t mention its all=inelusive
Clopement Wedding Package White
coltages with green tin rooftops dot the
hillside about a mile away from the main
house All have porches, basic kitchens,
pas log fireplaces and are well appointed.
Hardwood floore carpets and  lush
maditional fumishings provide a pleasant
armiesphere and the cottages range in siae
1o el Che needs of puesis

Dinmerwas prepaned fopus the night we
al:l"l'n'l:l The T servecl aa classic [“.l.:u.| #M1WVin
anl a steak dinner with crisp green beans
almandine that cvening. Our private
dinmer, complete with 4 battle of Cabemet,
mear the fire on & cold nightwas the perfect
intrduction o the defights of the Red
Torse Inn. A breakfast quiche, granos and
fresh fruit were available the nest moming
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he Hed Horse [nn
retreats, especially
sorh Camelina

place l[or corporale
comeenteit o Adlieville
and the Greenville/Spartanburg, Soarl
Carolina area. [0 i3 foiur hours from
40 from
i :I"Il'\-ll:lll

Chattancogi, taking Intemstate-
Enosville and doavn Inierscine
isheville and Hendemanville

Landmim’s main streel (s lined with
shops including an ioe cream and coflee
-.||.|:~| A ':I:||.||'.-. sofes and a
geRtAI RATI o TV,
Sou, a restaurant on East Futheriond St
orvenid by Suzanme S kland, a Bostonian
who was drawn 10 the regi

Rl
Visitors Al edji W S

W1l s
CUuEEIrian pursunis. The walls of Stone
Sonip are covered with collected photos of
fricicls amd Assoeiates competing in varkos
pquine  disciplines from bharre]l racing
iy shaow JumpngE. Her restaumni serves
gourmet fare, with a fow old favorites like
shrimp and grits, added i an ever-changing
menu. DYiners showld ooy the braised bwiresl
short rils inoa Mot nodr sauce, mashed
nonatoes and Brussels sprout slawe The
Jsse-made ginger sorbet is a distindtively
pefireshang: Finishy to the meal.

Riders visiting Lancmom will want ta
siop by Ihe Farm House tack '_-.|:|-|'- il
22341 Asheville Highway for a fabulous
collection of niding Tack-
including saddlcs, rlm|-, hrdles and biis.
plus o variery of bools and glves

Thuia untisual pocket of the South is well
worh the effon 1o locate. It has a rich
cultural fabric and a broad roge of natural

apparel,

amenitics for weekend travelers! M
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and rffmng on rails
m ?rh and June 18th

1 }’_ﬂnr evening includes
a 4 course dinner

‘Have a group of 82 - Rent our
exquisite office car. Dine like
railroad presidents on board the
el N r.tar of our fleet - The Eden Isle.
S Replete with plush decor, your
',. ride will be one to remember.

423 394 BDZB WWW.TVRAIL.COM
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